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ABSTRACT
A spectrum of energy is essential for each woménifothe present world. A lovable domestic blisshwiull of

roses in its path is expected hallucination .THiera&tion of human bond in the form of personahtinships is the basic
spectrum of our Indian culture. In general, they @xpected to strengthen the support of moralitgaah individual. But
instead it fails and often becomes the illustratioithe defective mechanism and disturbs the sbeiahony. The failure
of relationships instead of strengthening the psepaf life becomes the cause of the annihilatiofaibh in human values.
The author of the novél Matter of Time, Shashi Desh Pande portrays the real life of aavom Indian society. She also
pictures that how Sumi, the chief narrator of tbeel leads the house hold life without a domedigsbSince the familial
harmony has not get succeeded the social disoer® The protagonist is a middle class womehtha mother of
three young daughters. She passes her time irotifmmement with serious involvement the house laaitivities. One day
her husband Gopal walks out of the family for nas@n. From that moment each and every aspectsshawn turn. The
incident walks out of the family makes the impliel@ntity that family was under the care of him. $uwas unable to
withstand this first. She and her daughters AaharG and Seema have forced to tolerate the situation sudden .Aru,
the eldest daughter realizes the panic situatiohtla@ disorientation of the family and she wanesfdmily reunion again.
The family environment based on the Indian culfurevailed all over the Novel. Sumi has not opposetehaved and
arrogant towards him. The sudden idea of beinghdividual and approach of the quest myth of Gopaaks the familial
harmony. Even the family is under the control ahthie was unable to run the family. The Patriareuhinistration is

well seen in the Indian culture. But if it has et value of relationship then it can be undersim®docial disorder.
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INTRODUCTION

Sumi is a sensitive mother and is unable to todelhar problems and issues. She is not felt angnéd or anger
towards him. She silently faces. She has never stidive resentment and she has never wanted taylispfore her
daughters. Her unshakable silence makes the whohdyf to get stunned. It shows the disorders of gbeiety which

thwarts the basic strength and the relationdi@pause of lack of love and affection in their hartizes.

“The central plot of the novel is conceived to a¢phe various dimensions of familial relationsbigt the vision
of a familial relationship imA Matter of Time has been sublimated to a wider consideration afidnurelationship that

determined the nature of human existence.” (100).

The maintenance of stoicism of Sumi has the cleateace of her responsibility to shoulder the pand not
breakthrough before her daughters. Sumi wants dmleeunder her parents Kalyani and Shripathi. Batvery idea of
staying under the grandparents has not acceptetdebspru. Women should not live alone and they sthdad sheltered

under some elder citizen has the inseparable eultuindia. Since it has drawn the full attentidrtte family resolve the
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problem they are in need of the moral support. Adicg to her, a man is capable of doing anythingrat time whereas a
woman cannot and should not. Even if he feels ttahnor joy he expresses at any time and at antyheobas no cultural
bondage or any queries. In another case, if thee saatk out is done by her; she will acquired a bathe in the society.
Then she may not be considered as a benevolent voma nice human being; that she is not fit taddeerve any good

position in the society and in the family. If a figrbreaks, that shows the cultural breakage aadsttial disorder.

Kalyani does not share a good understanding frommiweher Manorama. She hates her child. Even \étaal,
Manorama’s husband was insisted to adopt a maléd.chhus, personal relationship has basically fatnuader the
category or male and female gender. Male has divergreater importance; which exhibits even inwlenan folk that
they given much anxiousness to the male child ffigith the birth. From the birth and till the deatlale has given the red
carpet. At any moment male is not seen as a cauugntd they are not ready to stoop under any wdarahe very strong
reasons. Manorama wants a male child; but she ilkas dirth to only female child. Much importanceshgiven to male
child and patriarchal hereditary is seen. Thusandiulture is highly based on male and his issues ather gender. What
he thought is right and what he wants to be otlsetise basic rule of the Indian society. But malke r@ot courageous and
counter against problems. Facing the reality toctive is adventure for them in various aspectse@my obstacle is seen,
then it is enough for him to stop his progress.ilJtite problem arises he can show his masculifitpm the starting of

his birth and even before knowing the child is nthkered carpet is ready to receive his words.

As we have equal rights and opportunities to arighe life, if one sex is given the higher importa that will
automatically leads to the imbalance of the sociktys clearly seen in this novel by shown in agident, when once
Manorama is admitted to the school, a love leesden in Kalyani's bag. Unexpectedly it is seerMayorama and she
has stopped Kalyani from the schooling ignoring Heughter's words who has not known anything alibat. She
immediately called Shripathi, her brother to mavignorama. From that time on, Manorama has not lhagupily. Though
anything happened from outside women is the ontyd® has happened to face the problem. The nexisge be treated
that they should not get even questioned. The mvainder of all this one side judgment is done moktiywomen. This
extent of strictness over feminine issues prewilsver the Indian society in all the aspect. Esgey, when she lost her
mentally retarded son in the railway station, sb&t lall her due respect and her domestic blissh Batlyani’s and
Shripathi’'s communication has been stopped thixty years ago. Thus, all the aspects of affectmmnefationships have
become bounded with the patriarchal hereditariltheofamily members. Linking the present with tlastthread is one of
the main concepts through which the thread of thg&imis clearly seen. Often a comparison is tafilerce that how the

personal relationship between their marriage pesthecame a million dollar question in a family.

Due to this problem, not only the marital relatioipsgets spoiled but everybody in the family dividmong
themselves and the personal identity ruined whitunally destroys the social harmony. Even Kalayss pictured the
Masculine character that even her husband hasiven ghe respect to be wife, she bravely grew updaaighters with
love and affection. Bringing up the children withtae efforts individually in a family has to been as an admirable deed
in India. It has not seen or taken as a regulakwbhe Indian society has one format of gender dasghenticity. The
reference of Nostalgia is mostly given as an ingudrpath to lead the story. Manorama has givenramweelcome by the
people when she has given birth to the male cBild.once everyone came to know that the new boild chmentally
retarded, she is sent back to her mother home,entlee has not even find the grounds of motherlg.lGhhe past

continues and touches the present. Sumi often gshahgut all this and does not want to be as sanmeramother. She

Impact Factor (JCC): 4.0867 Index Copernicus Value (ICV): 3.0



A Band of Potency to Combat and Recuperate ia Matter of Time 113

wants to break the culture and proceeds in herdutBhe needs a self Identity. Her self confidepamamotes her to
develop the matrix in all levels. But when she fattee reality she has opposed by the world antitéited by the society.

When she seeks a separate home for herself artthbghters she has disappointed by a house agent.

“Safer for you and your daughters to be with yoargmts. The world is not a good place for womebe@n their
own.” (195).

It really proves in the novel about the women aficgrn in the marital relationship in the Indianeibe Seeing all these
matters of personal relationship as failures Arumtsao join her grandparent’s till the last momestie even does not have

hope in the marriage. She faces only failure mgesan her family.

“Aru in the failure of the personal relationship ledr parents becomes anxious to reassemble thef IKalyani
and Shripathi.”(114).

Though Sumi controls her pain and sufferings fraen family, the desertation from him changes thentithe of
the whole family in the cultural country like Indi@he wants to project her as a courageous womartnes to mange her
home without a male. She practices driving a majped Before her child she wants to exhibit herséiéerfully. The
development in the aspects changes her attitutheeitife. The personal relationship has been daekim the whole family.
They do not want to live together. The family ungydestroyed. All this is because of the socielyclv gives imbalance
in considering the equality between both the sheyTthink they are five units separately and theyret together to live
the life as it. They need themselves that they have treated as individually.

The cultural development is drowning worse. Arg ttaughter of the protagonist took her mother tawger
named Surekha. But Sumi wants to join with himmletave the matter as such. She does not want t@lghese matters
out of the family. Even a life becomes questionattenen are not dare enough to bring their ex — &dho the bring
them open before the society. Since all in favoorte sex, even if there is any wrong is not comsidl@s wrong, makes
the support less family harmony, especially, whdades the modern civilization. Even, if she reedy to do even in that
feminine who is going to have the bad opinion. 8he not like going according to the law but acoado love and
respect over the culture. She remembers her pgstvdth him. She does remember the old days in kvkie has received
the pain of being individual by Gopal. Critics saat Sumi feels not only her safety but also alheutdaughter’s personal

life. The society should not know their family neat.

“Sumi also does not like that Surekha should takeeene view to settle the matter. She recalls last-the days

of her early married life. She is Panic Strickertloa prospects of release given by Gopal.”(116).

After her death, at the time of funeral, he modorsher death and thinks that she got freedom frembody and
souls will be independent now. Thus, the motifted personal relationship and the matrix is welhs@eher novels. The
Death of Sumi closes the circle of reason but ogensw cycle of continual apathy in the never egaiale chauvinistic
society. Thus, Shashi Desh Pande has categorsfadiyyn how women in their day to day life have beea@mtangled in
the matrix of personal relationships. It makes familial bond as a failures and frustrations te thomen folk in the

Indian society which consequently paves the wagdeial disorder.
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